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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Da Nang’s long and beautiful coastline together with a fishing ground of 15,000km2 is 

known as the root for the forming and existence of several fishing villages within the city 

hundreds of years ago. Traditionally, a large percentage of coastal villagers were involved in or 

directly depend on small-scale fishing activities in open water bodies including the sea, rivers and 

creeks, as well as in fish trading, crafts, processing and related activities for their livelihoods.  

As a common trend worldwide, the livelihood pattern of the coastal fishing communities 

has dramatically transitioned due to various reasons, e.g. ecological changes led to a decline in 

fisheries stocks and species loss; economic growth and structural change have created new 

opportunities for wage employment and self-employment for coastal households (Betcherman 

and Marschke, 2015). Selecting to develop toward a modern city with well-developed 

infrastructure system to attract investors and tourists, Da Nang has been facing some major 

challenges to keep a balance between economic growth and preservation of traditional and 

historical values on its way of development. Fishing village communities, which were strongly 

tied with the history of the city, are therefore encountering huge challenges and becoming 

vulnerable in the context of rapid urbanization, especially in terms of livelihoods, preserving local 

identity... The capabilities and assets of these communities are somehow being underestimated 

comparedd with others in the city’s development process.  

Since 2012, recognizing fisheries sector as one of the key economic sectors of the city, Da 

Nang’s municipal authority has made some efforts to enhance the capacity and efficiency of 

offshore fishing activities. Thank to those support policies and incentives, there has been a 

significant increase in the number of high-capacity fishing vessels that allow local fishermen 

to do the fishing offshore more efficiently and safer, contributing to the growth of annual fisheries 

catch. Contrary to the increase in the number of vehicles equipped and fishery productivity, it is 

discovered that small fishing communities are gradually losing under the urbanization and 

relocation process.  

For proper development of any sector it is necessary to have sufficient baseline 

information about its community and their livelihood opportunities; however, very few research 

papers on the potentials, strengths and values of fishing villages in Da Nang can be found. As a 

result, despite of a lot of policies, technical and financial support from the government, 

international organizations, NGOs... the community links within a fishing village and among 

fishing villages are quite loose. Most of fishing villages seem to be passive as a recipient when 
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receiving support, either financial or technological ones. Some fishing villages have been 

completely wiped out (e.g. My Khe village, Tan Tra village ...), some are facing many challenges 

(e.g. Man Thai village, Tho Quang village) while some are at risk of being lost (e.g. Nam O village). 

People in the community, especially the young generation, are far from fishery and have little 

knowledge about the cultural and historical values of their communities. For these reasons, this 

research aims to rehabilitate the knowledge about Danang fishing villages, systematizing them 

into the map with focuses on their local assets and resources, the internal strengths of the 

communities. This database is expected to enhance the understanding of the fishing communities 

for themselves and other communities, as a basis to strengthen and empower fishing community 

connections. Having this in mind will help the fishing communities come up with initiatives with 

regards to sustainable livelihoods in the context of urbanization. 

II. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT 

II.1. Aims of the project 

More attention has been expanded to the fishing villages in Da Nang under the 

transformation, not only from the perspective of academia but also from administrators and even 

wider public. Despite that the literature reveals that relatively little is known about these 

communities with regards to their existence, values and desires towards future. Therefore, this 

project aims to narrow this knowledge gap by establishing, together with the communities, a 

primary database about the current fishing villages in Da Nang city related to their status, their 

local assets and resources that may help to strengthen community capacities to deal with the 

challenges, to be adaptive and resilient under urbanization. 

The project will attempt to explore the conditions under which tourist-led development 

strategy of Da Nang city can include and build upon the knowledge and capacity of fishermen 

communities. In the end, the knowledge co-produced together with the communities is expected 

to contribute to find pathways to urban equality in two main aspects: (i) Increasing the 

‘recognition of the diverse social identities’ in the city by taking into consideration the fishing 

communities; and (ii) Inclusion of the fishing communities’ voices into the process of planning 

and decision-making of the city government that affects their lives. (Allen and Frediani, 2013; 

Levy, 2015). 

II.2. Objectives of the project:  

- Co-identify the fishing communities in Da Nang city and attempt to “read” the status of these 

communities using the indicators related to fishing, fishermen and fishing communities. 

- Uncover and assess the local assets as well as their own culture and social structure in order 

to empower the fishing communities under urbanization. 

- Determine together with the community groups if any improvement can be made to the 

livelihoods of fishing communities in Da Nang on the way to enhance urban prosperity and 

equality, contributing to the economic growth and tourist-led development strategies of the 

city. 
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III. METHODOLOGY 

III.1 Study Area 

As per the official statistics of the city, Da Nang has 17 coastal wards under the administrative 

management of the districts of Lien Chieu, Thanh Khe, Hai Chau, Son Tra and Ngu Hanh Son. 

Therefore, the site for our study is mainly concentrated in the below listed areas: 

Table 1: List of Danang fishing villages 

No. Fishing Village Ward District 

1 Kim Lien – Lien Chieu 
Hoa Hiep Bac 

Lien Chieu 2 Thuy Tu 

3 Nam O Hoa Hiep Nam 

4 Hoa Minh Hoa Minh  

5 Thanh Khe Tay – Thanh Khe Dong Thanh Khe Tay – Thanh Khe Dong 

Thanh Khe 6 Ha Khe Xuan Ha 

7 Ngu Nghe Tam Thuan 

8 Thanh Binh Thanh Binh 
Hai Chau 

9 Da Phuoc Thuan Phuoc 

10 Nai Hien Dong Nai Hien Dong 

Son Tra 
11 

 

Man Thai Man Thai  

Tho Quang 
Tho Quang 

12 Nam Tho 

13 My Khe Phuoc My 

Ngu Hanh Son 
14 My An My An 

15 Hoa Son Khue My 

16 Tan Tra – Dong Hai Hoa Hai 

III.2 Data collection method 

In order to identify how many and where the fishing villages are located, the official data 

sources provided by the local governments at ward level are used and tested by an approach 

called rapid assessment, which is conducted by preliminary visits using observation tools such as: 

photo taking, sketching… to construct a clear idea about the current status of the communities as 

well as to prepare for the next step of the study. 

At the main phase of collecting data, the interviews are conducted at 16 fishing villages as 

mentioned above. The data is collected directly from the fishermen and their families through 

semi-structured interviews and life stories, regarding various aspects, including:  

- Location and administrative boundary of the village now and before: if there has been 

any change related to boundary, size or resettlement since its establishment. 

- The history of establishment, transformation and development/erasing of the village 

over some milestones of the city’s development. 

- Indicators related fishermen, fishing communities and the fishery such as: the number 

of fishermen, age composition, income structure, characteristics of fishery and other livelihoods, 

the connection among fishing communities… 

- Community’ assets and initiatives that can be recognized by their own group. 
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- Awake and develop the potentials of the communities in the context of urbanization. 

As a way to empower the fishing communities and to come up with policy 

recommendations which are really from the communities themselves, the research approach so-

called ABCD, i.e. Asset Based Community Development, is applied in different research activities, 

including: data collection, knowledge sharing and in policy contribution. ABCD is a bottom – up 

way of working with communities. Different from others approaches, ABCD does not focus on 

deficits and problems but the strengths of the community (Mathie and Cunningham, 1993). The 

approach was developed by John McKnight and Jody Kretzmann of Northwestern University, 

Illinois State Institute for Policy Research in 1993. Within the scope of this study, it helps to focus 

on the community potentials, the indigenous knowledge and properties of the fishing villages in 

Danang City. The community will be empowered to self-assess, discussing about their own assets 

and resources to propose solutions to integrate, conserve and develop in their own communities. 

It then helps to orient to the sustainable development of fishing communities in terms of finding 

new opportunities, income sources and new development possibilities for the fishing village 

communities. 

Another important technique which is used aiming to gather and build knowledge of 

fishing villages, helping them interact, understand and connect with each other to explore the 

potential for their own communities is Community Mapping (ACHR, 2011). The method of 

mapping in this research is implemented at the community level (collecting information on the 

status of housing, technical infrastructure, social infrastructure... in the fishing village community) 

and issue-based level: (focusing on issues of living environment, community livelihoods, 

community history, location of natural and cultural resources ...). At the same time, community 

mapping is to help acquire knowledge and experience between people and officials / planners / 

architects during the process of working together. In the study, fishing village communities will 

be able to exchange experiences, improve each other's capacity through workshops, training and 

experience sharing. However, networking will be decided and proposed by the community itself 

in appropriate ways to be most efficient. 

IV. PRELIMINARY RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

IV.1. Historical landmark of fishing villages in Da Nang 

Based on the official statistics and being tested through our preliminary visits, there have 

been 16 coastal near-shore fishing villages in Da Nang city. Villages’ origins and histories can be 

found from different sources, both official and unofficial. It can be recorded in the village’s books 

or being told by the elder villagers from their memories. In general, the formation of fishing 

villages in Da Nang can be divided into 4 main phases: 

- The first fishing villages in Danang were formed back in the 14th - 15th centuries when 

Vietnamese people from Thanh - Nghe – Tinh area (The North – Central Vietnam) moved to this 

area to settle down. They lived together in villages and mainly worked on traditional agriculture 

for a living, some lived on fishing in the river. As time goes by, they gradually split up to form 

fishing villages at the riverside or along the beaches (Nam O, Nam Tho - Tho Quang, Man Thai, Nai 

Hien Dong, My Khe). 

- Until the 17th century, during the Trinh-Nguyen period, a group of people from Ha Tinh 

immigrated to Da Nang and established Thanh Khe fishing village (Thanh Khe Dong, Thanh Khe 

Tay) (Thanh Khe Dong People's committee, 2017). 



5 

- In the 19th century, under the French colonial period, immigrants from Quang Binh area 

continued to move to Da Nang to form new fishing villages which are now known as Thuy Tu, Ha 

Khe, Da Phuoc and Tan Tra. - Dong Hai and My An. 

- By the 20th century, a number of other small fishing villages appeared, mostly from 

nearby existing fishing villages that expanded and spread out towards the sea (Hoa Son, Ngu Nghe, 

Thanh Binh, Kim Lien, Hoa Minh).  

 

 
Figure 1: Historical landmark of fishing villages in Da Nang 

 

IV.2. Location and status of the coastal fishing villages 

The above listed 16 fishing villages are located in 17 coastal wards of 5/7 districts of Da 

Nang city: Lien Chieu, Thanh Khe, Hai Chau, Son Tra and Ngu Hanh Son. The scale and distribution 

of fishermen among these fishing villages is uneven. Except for Tho Quang village, which is known 

to be oriented to develop offshore fishing with nearly 1,400 households catching fisheries 

offshore, other villages are in very small scale. Tho Quang Fisheries Service Industrial Zone is 

operating with 26 enterprises and thousands of workers. The number of Tho Quang fishermen is 

even higher than the total fishermen of all other fishing villages in Da Nang (Table 2).  

Upon the city’s policy, offshore fishing is encouraged to increase the efficiency and 

productivity of fisheries while restricting near-shore fishing to protect aquatic resources. This is 

clearly a prerequisite policy in order to ensure the sustainability of the sector (Table 3). However, 

the policy also causes great disturbance in the fishing communities. It is evident that with a 

decrease in the number of small vessels (<90CV) and an increase in the number of high-capacity 

and high technology vessels (>90CV), there will be more fishermen who are unable to go to the 

sea because of the lack of ship control capability as well as finance capability. Large vessels often 

have a large capacity and operate in large fishing grounds, making it more difficult for small 

fishing vessels operating near shore with limited catches resources. (Table 4). Consequently, 

there is an inequality in the income among the fishermen. High capacity vessel fishermen often 

earn high income (Man Thai village, Tho Quang village), while the fishermen who operating small 

vessels have unstable livelihood and income. It can be seen that the lowest income of fishermen 

of Tho Quang, Man Thai, Nai Hien Dong are even higher than the highest income of some other 

fishing villages such as Hoa Minh, My Khe, Ngu Nghe, Thanh Binh... (Table 5). Under the context 

of the development of the Danang seafood industry, this gap is becoming more and more distant. 
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Table 2: The number of fishing households in Danang fishing villages 

 
 

 

Table 3: Fish yield in Danang city  
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Source: Danang Department of Agriculture & Rural development 

1400

160 150 100 80 70 50 50 45 45 40 30 30 14 10 3
0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

Nam
Tho -
Tho

Quang

Nam
O

Man
Thai

Nai
Hien
Dong

Kim
Lien

Thuy
Tu

Ha
Khe

Thanh
Khe

Tay -
Thanh

Khe
Dong

Da
Phuoc

Hoa
Minh

My
Khe

Tan
Tra -
Dong
Hai

Hoa
Son

My An Ngu
Nghe

Thanh
Binh

Fishing households

3
4

4
8

4

3
3

5
8

1

3
3

0
3

2

3
3

3
2

5

3
4

0
0

0

2
7

7
0

0

2 0 1 1 2 0 1 2 2 0 1 3 2 0 1 4 2 0 1 5 A U G - 1 7

Quantity (ton)



7 

Table 4: Number and capacity of vessels in Danang 

 
 

Source: Danang Department of Agriculture & Rural development 

 

Table 5: Monthly fishermen’s income 

 
 

The inequality is not only among the fishermen themselves but also between the 

fishermen and people working in other industries. Traditional fisheries are normally hereditary, 
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Tay - Thanh Khe Dong). Fishermen in other villages aged 45-60. This shows the challenge of 

fishing villages in the absence of the next generation. This leads to a lack of manpower or a next 

generation of fishermen. Young generation are far from fishery and have little knowledge about 

the cultural and heritage values of their communities is an evident result. 

 

Table 6: Working age of fishermen 
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Comparison of fishing villages’ scale in their flourishing period and at present in Figure 2 

and Figure 3 showed a significant contraction of fishing villages. Currently, the process of 

urbanization in the city has been profoundly affecting the lives of coastal residents, which lead to 

the transition of livelihood pattern as well as the gradual disappearance of community values and 

assets. The villages’ structure and community linkages have been disrupted. Many coastal fishing 

villages have been mostly swept out (Ngu Nghe, Thanh Binh), or relocated (Nai Hien Dong, Thanh 

Khe Dong – Thanh Khe Tay, Xuan Ha…) or scattered (Da Phuoc). Some fishing villages are waiting 

for clearance to move to other areas (Hoa Son). Some of the villages used to live and conduct their 

livings along coastal areas but along with the urban planning process, the accessibility to the sea 

has been limited so they have to move to the riverbanks. (Tien, 2017).  
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Figure 2: The scale of the fishing village in the flourishing period 
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Figure 3: The current scale of fishing villages 

 

IV.3. Classification of fishing villages 

Identifying the location of fishing villages is the first and important step to establish a 

network and a database for studying the valuable cultural, historical and social assets of the 

fishing communities, while classifying fishing villages based on their status, structure, community 

assets, livelihoods, etc. is the prerequisite step to consider and propose appropriate solutions to 

promote their strengths and address the problems in each fishing village. Based on the data 

collected during the survey, the fishing villages could be divided into 5 categories: 

Table 7: The criteria for classification 

LEVEL CRITERIA FISHING VILLAGE 

LEVEL 1 - Fishermen still live in their original village with a 

clear village’s structure 

- Number of fishermen: over 150 households 

- Fishing ground is close to their living place 

- Convenient accessibility to the sea 

Nam Tho – Tho Quang  

Nam O 
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- Typical traditional cultural and festive activities of 

fishing villages are well maintained 

- Have possibility to develop marine fisheries and 

related activities 

LEVEL 2  - Fishermen are resettled, the village’s structure are 

broken but fishermen still gather and live in the 

same area. 

- Number of fishing households: 100 - 150  

- The fishing ground is close to the living place 

- Accessibility to the sea is more limited 

- Traditional cultural and festive activities of fishing 

villages are still remained 

- Have possibility to maintain marine fisheries 

Man Thai 

Nai Hien Dong 

LEVEL 3 - Fishermen still gather in small fishing villages 

- Number of fishing households: 50 - 80 

- The fishing ground is close to the living place, or it 

may be far away but still convenient to access 

- Traditional cultural and festive activities of fishing 

villages are organized in small scale, not regular or 

combine with other fishing villages 

- Having difficulty in maintaining the marine career 

Kim Lien 

Thuy Tu 

Ha Khe 

Thanh Khe Dong – 

Thanh Khe Tay 

 

LEVEL 4 - Fishing village is heavily affected, loss of village’s 

structure, scattered fishermen 

- Lack of space to operate and limited access to the 

sea 

- Fishing grounds are restricted, or the catching 

must be conducted in fishing grounds of other 

localities 

- Gradually fading the community cultural activities 

of the fishing village 

- It is very difficult to maintain the fishery activities. 

Hoa Minh 

Tan Tra – Dong Hai 

My Khe 

Da Phuoc 

 

LEVEL 5 - The fishing village disappear, very few fishermen 

still go to the sea 

- Completing almost all community cultural 

activities and beliefs of the fishing village 

- Inability to maintain marine fisheries 

Ngu Nghe 

Thanh Binh 

My An 

Hoa Son 

 

In terms of the fishing villages at levels 1, 2 and 3, there are still opportunities to 

strengthen, maintain and create a network connection. However, it would be very difficult or even 

impossible to recover and reconnect the fishing villages at level 4, 5, which have a serious impact 

of urbanization on physical and spiritual assets, fishing people and communities. 
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Figure 4:  Classification of fishing villages 

 

 

IV.4. Community values and assets of fishing villages 

Beliefs and religions play a very important role for fishermen community as their working 

environment offshore can be at risk anytime, therefore, they entrust their faith in the spirituality 

and power of the sea gods, thus forming popular folk worships which are present until nowadays 

(Tien, L. T., 2017). The development of religious culture also symbolizes the development of 

fishing villages. Some key worships maintained by fishing communities in Da Nang include: 

- Ca Ong (Whale) worship: this is a belief originally from the Cham people, Ca Ong is 

regarded as a Sea God, saving fishermen's lives in storm and disasters on the sea, assisting 

them in their livelihoods. Therefore, many Ca Ong shrines can be found along Danang 

coast. Fishing Festival of Danang has become a religious - cultural community activity of 

the sea dwellers, containing profound historical, cultural and scientific values. The festival 

is a place to balance the spiritual life of individuals and communities after a year of 

struggling with the sea for a living. Currently, fishing villages have disappeared gradually, 

but the fishing festival is still a traditional culture which is actively maintained bay 

fishermen to create cohesion between the fishermen within the village and between 

neighboring villages.  



13 

- Mau (Goddess) worship: Mau worship is quite popular in Danang fishing villages. She is 

believed to be the one who governs the land, bringing peace and fortune to people, with 

the meaning toward mother earth and ancestors. 

- Co Hon (Soul) worship: This is a traditional belief of the Vietnamese people; in fishing 

villages, spirit shrines are relatively abundant, most of them are homeless, martyrs or 

dead people at sea. The belief in worshiping souls has a deep humanity meaning, showing 

the conduct towards those with unfortunate fate of the fishermen. 

The worshiping beliefs of the fishing villages have formed the typical architectural buildings such 

as Ca Ong tombs, Mau shrines, and soul shrines. However, in the process of urban development, 

fishing villages that have been urbanized in parallel with significant changes of religious beliefs. 

Many structures have been removed, relocated or renovated. These properties that are inherently 

identities and valuable assets of the city are at risk of disappearance. The inventory, classification 

and understanding the status of these assets is essential in the process of preserving the values of 

fishing villages. 

V. CONCLUSION 

At the moment of this paper, as the project is still ongoing, it can be somehow biased to 

make any final statement about the potentials and strength of the fishing communities in Da Nang; 

however, it is quite evident that fishing villages in Da Nang have been greatly affected and are 

significant transforming in the process of urbanization, leading to the differentiation within the 

fishing villages in particular and between fishing villages and other social sectors in general. The 

main characteristics of these communities is identical with weak capital and social structure, 

limited affordability on high technology for their livelihoods, absence of potential generations for 

the continuity of fishing career... The study basically completed the first objective of the project: 

“Co-identify the fishing communities in Da Nang city and attempt to" read "the status of these 

communities using the indicators related to fishing, fishermen and fishing communities”. In the 

next step, the project will focus on assessing and classifying tangible assets (architectural works) 

and intangible assets (festivals, beliefs, cultural religions) of fishing villages to build data and 

empower the role of fishing communities under urbanization.  
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